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Range Rover Second Generation 1994-2001: The Essen

The Range Rover second generation, produced between 1994 and 2001, is often celebrated as
a classic in the world of luxury SUVs.

Known for its impeccable blend of off-road capability, refined comfort, and timeless design, this
model holds a special place in

automotive history. Often referred to colloquially as "The Essen" among enthusiasts and
collectors, this generation of Range Rover

marked a significant evolution in the model's legacy. In this comprehensive guide, we will
explore the history, design,

specifications, features, and legacy of the second-generation Range Rover, focusing on its
significance during the 1994-2001

period.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE SECOND GENERATION RANGE
ROVER

ORIGINS AND MARKET POSITION

The second-generation Range Rover was introduced in 1994 as a successor to the first-
generation model that debuted in 1970. By the

mid-1990s, the luxury SUV market was expanding rapidly, fueled by increasing consumer
demand for vehicles that combined rugged

off-road capabilities with high-end comfort and luxury features. Land Rover responded with the
new Range Rover, which aimed to

enhance reliability, comfort, and technological sophistication.

DESIGN EVOLUTION

While maintaining the iconic boxy silhouette characteristic of the Range Rover lineage, the



second-generation model featured

subtle design updates that modernized its appearance without losing its rugged essence. The
vehicle's dimensions grew slightly to

accommodate more interior space, and the front grille and bumper design received refinement.
Notably, the model retained its

classic appeal, making it instantly recognizable.

PRODUCTION AND POPULARITY

Produced at the Solihull plant in the UK, the second-generation Range Rover was well-received
globally. Its reputation for

durability and luxury helped it establish a loyal customer base. The model's versatility made it
popular among both urban drivers

and off-road enthusiasts, earning it the nickname "The Essen" among aficionados who
appreciate its status and rugged charm.

DESIGN AND EXTERIOR FEATURES

EXTERIOR DIMENSIONS AND STYLING
The second-generation Range Rover measures approximately:

* Length: 4,601 mm (181.1 inches)

* Width: 1,880 mm (74 inches)

* Height: 1,755 mm (69.1 inches)

* Wheelbase: 2,746 mm (108.1 inches)

Its classic, boxy profile is complemented by clean lines and a sturdy stance. The vehicle's
robust construction and high ground
clearance underscore its off-road prowess.

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES

* |conic Front Grille: Vertical slats with the Range Rover badge.
* Headlights: Rectangular, sealed-beam units with optional fog lights.
* Wheels: Ranged from 15-inch to 18-inch alloy options.



* Body Variants: Available in various trims and special editions, including Vogue, County, and
HSE.

COLOR AND CUSTOMIZATION OPTIONS
Range Rover offered a broad palette of exterior colors, from classic silvers and blacks to vibrant

reds and greens, allowing
buyers to personalize their vehicles.

INTERIOR AND COMFORT FEATURES

CABIN DESIGN AND MATERIALS

The second-generation Range Rover's interior was designed to balance luxury with practicality.
Key features included:

* High-quality leather upholstery

* Wooden veneer trims

* Metallic accents

* Spacious seating for five, with optional third-row seating in some variants

TECHNOLOGY AND CONVENIENCE

Despite its age, the model boasted several advanced features for its time, such as:
* Climate control systems

* Power-adjustable seats

* Premium audio systems

* Central locking and alarm systems

* Cruise control (in later models)

CARGO SPACE AND PRACTICALITY

The vehicle provided ample cargo space, with a rear capacity of approximately 1,693 liters (59.8
cubic feet) with the rear seats



folded down, making it suitable for family trips, outdoor adventures, or cargo hauling.

ENGINE OPTIONS AND PERFORMANCE

ENGINE VARIANTS

Throughout its production run, the second-generation Range Rover was equipped with a variety
of engines to cater to different

markets and preferences:

1. Gasoline Engines:

* 4.0-liter V8 (AJ-8)
* 4.6-liter V8 (developed from the 4.0L, with increased displacement)

2. Diesel Engines:

* 2.5-liter Turbo Diesel (TDI)
* 3.9-liter V8 petrol (available in early models)

3. Transmission Options:

* 4-speed automatic (ZF 4HP22)

* 5-speed manual (less common)

PERFORMANCE METRICS

* Power Output: Ranged from approximately 135 hp (diesel) to 230 hp (V8 petrol)

* Top Speed: Between 110-130 mph, depending on the engine

* Off-Road Capabilities: Equipped with permanent four-wheel drive, high and low range
gearing, and optional locking differentials

DRIVING EXPERIENCE

The second-generation Range Rover offered a smooth, comfortable ride on paved roads,
complemented by formidable off-road ability



thanks to its sophisticated four-wheel-drive system and adjustable suspension. It was regarded
as one of the most capable luxury
SUVs of its era.

TECHNOLOGICAL AND SAFETY FEATURES

SAFETY EQUIPMENT

* Dual front airbags

* Anti-lock braking system (ABS)

* Traction control

* Electronic brake-force distribution (EBD)

* Optional airbags and stability control in later models

TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS

While not as advanced as modern vehicles, the second-generation Range Rover included
notable features such as:

* Electronic air suspension (optional)
* Terrain Response system (introduced later in its lifespan)

* Advanced (for the time) sound insulation
* Navigation systems (in higher trims)

LEGACY AND COLLECTABILITY OF THE SECOND GENERATION RANGE ROVER

DURABILITY AND RELIABILITY

The second-generation Range Rover is renowned for its robust engineering and durability. Many
units are still on the road today,
testifying to their build quality and the passionate community of owners and restorers.



CUSTOMIZATION AND RESTORATIONS

Due to its iconic status, enthusiasts frequently restore and customize these models, often
upgrading mechanical components or
refashioning interiors to modern standards.

MARKET VALUE AND COLLECTABILITY

The value of well-maintained second-generation Range Rovers has appreciated over the years,
especially for models with low

mileage, original features, or rare editions. Collectors often seek out models in pristine
condition, considering them valuable

classics in the luxury SUV segment.

CONCLUSION: WHY THE RANGE ROVER SECOND GENERATION (1994-2001) REMAINS A
CLASSIC

The second-generation Range Rover, affectionately known as "The Essen,” embodies the
perfect balance of luxury, capability, and

timeless design. Its evolution from the original models brought technological advancements,
improved comfort, and enhanced

reliability, solidifying its reputation as a luxury off-roader capable of conquering any terrain.
Whether as a collector's piece,

a family vehicle, or an off-road adventurer's dream, the 1994-2001 Range Rover continues to be
celebrated for its enduring legacy.

Owning or restoring a second-generation Range Rover offers more than just driving a vehicle; it
provides a connection to a

defining era of automotive luxury and rugged elegance. As a classic in the SUV world, "The
Essen" remains an iconic symbol of

sophistication and adventure.
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Range Rover Second Generation (1994-2001): The Essence of Luxury and Off-Road Prowess

The Range Rover Second Generation, often referred to as the P38A, stands as a defining
chapter in the luxury SUV segment. Launched

in 1994 and produced until 2001, this model encapsulates a blend of rugged capability,
sophisticated design, and technological

innovation. Its enduring popularity stems from its versatility, comfort, and the brand’s unwavering
commitment to quality. In this

review, we delve deep into every facet of the second-generation Range Rover, exploring its
design, engineering, performance,

technology, and overall legacy.

DESIGN AND EXTERIOR AESTHETICS

EVOLUTION OF THE CLASSIC RANGE ROVER LOOK

The second-generation Range Rover marked a significant departure from its predecessor’s
boxy, utilitarian design. While retaining

the iconic silhouette that defines the Range Rover lineage, the P38A introduced a more
modern, aerodynamic aesthetic that aimed to

appeal to a broader luxury market.

* Exterior Dimensions:
* Length: Approximately 4.8 meters (189 inches)
* Width: About 1.9 meters (75 inches)



* Height: Around 1.8 meters (70 inches)
* Wheelbase: 2.8 meters (110 inches)

These dimensions offered a commanding road presence while maintaining manageable urban
maneuverability.

* Design Highlights:
* Rounded edges and smoother lines replaced the previous boxy look, emphasizing
aerodynamics.
* The distinctive front grille, flanked by dual circular headlights, maintained the classic Range
Rover cues but with a more
refined touch.
* Large, squared wheel arches housed robust wheels, emphasizing its off-road capability.
* The rear featured a tailgate-mounted spare wheel and modern taillight design.

* Color and Trim Options:

The model was offered in a variety of colors, from understated blacks and whites to more
vibrant hues, with leather and wood
accents available for a premium feel.

INTERIOR DESIGN AND COMFORT

The interior of the second-generation Range Rover was designed to be a sanctuary of luxury
and technology, setting new standards
for the segment.

* Materials and Finishes:

* Premium leather upholstery

* Real wood trim, including burr walnut and burl oak
* Soft-touch plastics and metallic accents

* Seating and Space:

* Seating for five, with optional third-row seats in some markets (though limited)
* Spacious cabin with generous headroom and legroom

* Power-adjustable seats with memory functions

* Cargo Capacity:
* Approximately 1,400 liters with rear seats folded, making it highly practical for family and

cargo needs.

* Features:



* Climate control systems, including air conditioning with separate zones
* Premium audio systems, CD players, and optional navigation systems
* Power windows, central locking, and keyless entry

ENGINEERING AND MECHANICAL OVERVIEW

CHASSIS AND PLATFORM

The P38A was built on a unibody construction, a departure from the traditional body-on-frame
design used in earlier models. This

provided a more rigid structure, enhancing handling and ride quality while maintaining off-road
durability.

* Suspension System:

* Independent double wishbone suspension at the front

* Multi-link independent suspension at the rear

* Optional air suspension (Active Cornering Enhancement) offered adjustable ride height and
improved comfort.

* Chassis Durability:
* Reinforced steel frame sections ensured longevity and safety
* Underbody protection suitable for off-road adventures

POWERTRAIN OPTIONS

The second-generation Range Rover was available with a variety of engines to cater to different
markets and preferences.

* Petrol Engines:

1. 4.0-liter V8 (350 PS) - Known for its smooth power delivery and refinement.
2. 4.6-liter V8 (around 220-245 PS) - An upgraded version offering more torque and power.

* Diesel Engines:

1. 3.9-liter Td6 (around 182 PS) - Diesel option for improved fuel economy.
2. 2.5-liter turbo diesel (sometimes available) in certain markets.



* Transmission:

* 4-speed automatic transmission (ZF 4HP22) was standard across most models, known for
durability and smooth shifting.

* Some models featured a 5-speed manual transmission, primarily in markets where manual
was preferred.

* Drivetrain:
* Permanent four-wheel drive with a low-range transfer case for off-road capability.
* Differential locks available for challenging terrains.

PERFORMANCE AND HANDLING

While designed primarily as a luxury SUV, the Range Rover P38A maintained formidable off-
road capabilities.

* Acceleration:
* 4.0-liter V8 could accelerate from 0—60 mph in approximately 8 seconds.
* The V8 offered a good balance between power and refinement for highway cruising.

* Top Speed:
* Around 125-130 mph, governed to ensure safety and reliability.

* Off-Road Prowess:
* Equipped with Terrain Response (introduced in later models), allowing drivers to select
different modes for mud, sand, or

rocks.
* Hill descent control and adjustable ride height made off-road navigation safer and more
manageable.

TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS AND FEATURES

The second-generation Range Rover was a technological leap forward, integrating features that
enhanced comfort, safety, and
off-road capability.

KEY TECHNOLOGIES



* Terrain Response System:

Introduced in later models within this generation, allowing drivers to optimize vehicle settings for
specific terrains.

* Electronic Air Suspension:
* Provided adjustable ride height for on-road comfort and off-road clearance.

* Improved ride quality and handling.

* ABS and Traction Control:
* Standard safety features improving braking performance and stability.

* Navigation and Audio:

* Early GPS navigation systems became available, a significant feature at the time.
* Premium audio systems, including CD changers, with optional upgrades.

* Safety Features:

* Dual front airbags and side-impact protection.

* Reinforced safety cell design.

Additional Innovations

* Integrated Alarm and Immobilizer:

Enhancing security for owners.

* Power Management:
* Modern electrical systems capable of supporting multiple electronic accessories.

DRIVING EXPERIENCE AND OWNERSHIP

ON-ROAD COMFORT AND HANDLING

The second-generation Range Rover was celebrated for its smooth ride and refined handling,
gualities that set it apart from more
utilitarian SUVs.



* Ride Quality:

* The air suspension, coupled with a well-tuned chassis, absorbed road imperfections
effectively.

* Noise insulation was excellent, with minimal engine and road noise infiltrating the cabin.

* Steering and Maneuverability:

* Power-assisted steering provided a good balance between ease of parking and stability at
high speeds.

* The turning radius was reasonable for an SUV of its size.

OFF-ROAD CAPABILITIES
Despite its luxurious focus, the P38A was a genuine off-road vehicle.

* Climb and Crawl Abilities:
* Differential locks and low-range gearing allowed it to tackle steep inclines and uneven terrain.
* The vehicle's approach, departure, and ramp angles were optimized for off-road adventures.

* Water Fording:
* With good ground clearance and sealed electrical systems, it could traverse water crossings
up to a certain depth.

OWNERSHIP EXPERIENCE

* Reliability and Maintenance:
* Known for solid engineering, but owners should be aware of the need for regular
maintenance, especially with the complex
electronic systems.
* Common issues included air suspension failures, electrical glitches, and cooling system leaks.

* Fuel Economy:
* V8 engines consumed significant fuel, averaging around 12—15 mpg (combined).
* Diesel variants offered better efficiency but were less common.

* Cost of Ownership:
* Premium parts and specialized servicing meant ownership costs could be high, but the
vehicle’s durability justified the

expense.



LEGACY AND COLLECTIBILITY
The second-generation Range Rover, the P38A, holds a special place in automotive history.

* Pioneering Technology:
* [t was among the first SUVs to combine luxury, technology, and off-road capability seamlessly.

* Design Evolution:
* Its modern, aerodynamic styling influenced subsequent Range Rover models and set a
benchmark for luxury SUVSs.

* Cult Following:
* Enthusiasts appreciate its rugged charm, innovative features, and the potential for
customization.

* Market Value:
* Well-maintained units are increasingly sought after by collectors, especially as vintage SUVs
gain popularity.

FINAL THOUGHTS

The Range Rover Second Generation (1994-2001) epitomizes the convergence of luxury,
technology, and off-road capability. It was a

revolutionary model that elevated the segment, offering drivers a vehicle capable of handling
diverse terrains while providing the

comfort and refinement expected of a luxury SUV. Although it required attentive maintenance,
its build quality, innovative

features, and

> QuestionAnswer

>

> What are the key features of the second-generation Range Rover (1994-2001) in The Essen
edition?

> The second-generation Range Rover in The Essen edition features a refined design with



enhanced luxury, improved off-road

> capabilities, a more comfortable interior, and available V8 engine options, making it a popular
choice among enthusiasts during

> that period.

>

>

> How does the 1994-2001 Range Rover second generation differ from earlier models?

> Compared to earlier models, the second-generation Range Rover introduced a unibody
construction for improved ride comfort,

> updated styling, more advanced suspension systems, and increased engine options, including
V8 variants, enhancing both on-road

> and off-road performance.

>

>

> Is the Range Rover second generation (1994-2001) reliable and what are common
maintenance issues?

> The second-generation Range Rover is generally reliable if properly maintained. Common
issues include air suspension failures,

> electrical gremlins, and radiator leaks. Regular servicing and attention to the suspension
system can help maintain its

> performance.

>

>

> What is the value and market trend for a second-generation Range Rover in The Essen today?
> Values for the 1994-2001 Range Rover in The Essen vary based on condition, mileage, and
originality. Well-maintained models are

> increasingly sought after by collectors, with prices trending upward due to their classic status
and appeal among enthusiasts.

>

>

> Are parts and servicing for the second-generation Range Rover (1994-2001) still readily
available in The Essen area?

> Yes, parts for the second-generation Range Rover are still available through specialized
suppliers and online stores. Many local

> garages also have experience servicing these models, making maintenance feasible despite
their age.

Related keywords: Range Rover, second generation, 1994, 2001, Essen, SUV, off-road vehicle,
luxury SUV, Land Rover, 4x4



